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An infestation of a rare 
mosquito with the potential 
to carry several diseases has 
resurfaced in West Mifflin.

Allegheny County Health 
Department West Nile Virus 
Control Program officials 
were in the Homeville sec-
tion of the borough Friday 
morning spraying pesticides 
to combat the Asian Tiger 
mosquito.

“It is the universal sol-
dier of mosquitos,” ACHD 
entomologist Bill Todaro 
said. “It’s a type O mos-
quito. It carries almost 
everything. Our effort here 
is to try to educate the 
neighborhood again. We 
came last summer (to West 
Mifflin) and went door-to-
door throughout the whole 
neighborhood with people 
from municipal govern-
ment and the county health 
department. We treated 
everything that we could. 
We fogged on a couple of 
evenings.” 

Vector control specialist 
Leah Lamonte accompa-
nied Todaro Friday as the 
two went up and down 
Jane Street and its intersec-
tions, spraying the area with 
chemicals that are report-
edly non-toxic to children 
and animals.

She said the county is 
working in conjunction with 
the state Department of 
Environmental Protection 
to do all it can to quell 
a possible mosquito out-
break, and people should 
clear or treat any stagnant 
water on their property to 
prevent the spread of the 
insects.

“They spread by flight 
and wherever they find a 
place to lay eggs,” Todaro 
noted. “Anything that’s 
holding water would be of 
importance. We will do our 
best to try to get rid of 
the conditions that cause 
this mosquito, because it’s a 
bad one. It would be miser-
able for people if this thing 
goes haywire.”

West Mifflin is the first 
community in the Mon 

Valley to submit a com-
plaint about the Asian Tiger 
mosquito this year, accord-
ing to the entomologist.

“This is unique,” he said. 
“If it’s here we want to try 
to knock it out before it 
spreads.”

An industrial tire com-
pany in the Strip District 
had the mosquitos last year, 
and it is believed the insects 
migrated to West Mifflin 
after the company’s prop-
erty was cleansed.

“The owners, in coop-
eration with us, treated his 
tires,” Lamonte said. “We 
went back this summer; (the 
mosquitos) are not there 
anymore. So you have to 
pinpoint these things and 
get on them. If not it will 
just explode, and once it 
gets too big there’s nothing 
we’re going to be able to 
do about it.

“That’s why these neigh-
bors need to own their 
neighborhood. Once (the 
mosquitos) are flying 
around you have a much 
harder time dealing with 
them.”

According to the 
ACHD’s website, www.
achd.net, three mosquito achd.net, three mosquito achd.net
samples collected in July in 
Homewood, Point Breeze 
and the Saunders Station 
Road area of Monroeville 
tested positive for West Nile 
virus.

The mosquito with the 
virus referenced on the site 
is the Culex pipiens, a more 
common insect, and not 
the Asian Tiger mosquito.

Lamonte said the Asian 
Tiger could carry the virus.

The Asian Tiger mosqui-
to has some very distinct 
characteristics that aid in its 
detection, such as its size of 

a quarter-inch or less .
“It has white stripes on 

its legs and a white strip 
down the middle of its tho-
rax,” Todaro explained. “It 
is a day biter. It will bite all 
day up until the evening. 
Wherever it has gone, it has 
created a major nuisance 
for the neighborhood.

“People don’t go outside 
to garden. They don’t swim 
in their swimming pool. 
They don’t talk to their 
neighbor over the fence. 
They don’t walk the dog. 
It has changed the outdoor 
neighborhood environ-
ment.”

Lamonte said people 
commonly mistake the 
Asian Tiger mosquito for 
other bugs.

“They think just because 
it has a scary name that it’s 
bigger,” Lamonte said. 

Todaro said there are 

chemicals available over the 
counter that can help rid an 
area of the mosquitos.

“People can treat any 
kind of a landscape pond 
or an abandoned pool with 
pesticides they can find in a 
hardware store,” he said. 

“One called Mosquito 
Dunks is very common 

in almost every hardware 
store.” 

More information about 
mosquitos is available online 
at the ACHD website. 
Anyone who spots those 
mosquitos or who has con-
cerns about the bugs can cerns about the bugs can cerns about
contact the health depart-
ment at 412-678-2243.

ACHD combating Asian Tiger mosquitos found in WM’s Homeville

— Photo by Cindy Shegan Keeley/Daily News
Allegheny County Health Department’s West Nile Virus Control Program entomolo-

gist Bill Todaro, right, and vector control specialist Leah Lamonte examine an Asian 
Tiger mosquito they located in a wooded area in the Homeville section of West 
Mifflin Friday.

Allegheny County Health Department’s West Nile 
Virus Control Program entomologist Bill Todaro shows 
an Asian Tiger mosquito found in a wooded area off of an Asian Tiger mosquito found in a wooded area off of 
Jane Street in West Mifflin.

A light mist of insecticide, non-toxic to people and 
pets, is sprayed in a wooded area of Jane Street in 
West Mifflin as Allegheny County Health Department’s 
West Nile Virus Control Program entomologist Bill 
Todaro looks on.
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Visitors to the Waterfront 
might wonder why there’s 
a sign reading “Shame on 
Eat’n Park” erected across 
from Eat’n Park’s head-
quarters in Homestead.

A local carpenters union 
is protesting Eat’n Park 
Hospitality Group Inc. 
because the company’s 
choice of general contractor 
for construction of a new 
restaurant didn’t hire any of 
the union’s members.

“We’re still informing the 
public,” said Sam Shilling, 
spokesman for the Greater 
Pennsylvania Regional 
Council of Carpenters. 
“We’re having groups join 
every day.”

He said there are no 
carpenters union member 
working on building the 
new Eat’n Park restaurant in 
Oakland’s Schenley Plaza.

“We understand that the 
carpenters union is upset 
that their members are not 
working on our project 
in Oakland,” Eat’n Park 
spokesman Kevin O’Connell 
said. “The general contrac-
tor we selected to run the 
project unfortunately did 
not receive a single com-
plete bid from a union car-
penter. We do have other 
union trades working on 
this project who submit-
ted complete bids, and we 
would welcome a bid from 

the carpenters union on 
future projects. The carpen-
try organizations selected 
by our general contractor 
are all western Pa.-based 
companies. So the carpen-
try jobs stayed within the 
local community. ”

He said his company 
invited five general contrac-
tors to bid on a new restau-
rant in Oakland’s Schenley 
Plaza. He said the names of 
those contractors and the 
deadlines for submitting 
bids from subcontractors 
were posted on a construc-
tion-bidding database.

O’Connell said only one 
of those general contrac-
tors received a complete 

bid from a carpenters union 
member. That contractor, 
a union company, was not 
chosen for the job.

Instead, Bridges 
Construction was awarded 
the bid.

Bridges deferred com-
ment about the issue to 
Eat’n Park.

O’Connell said Eat’n 
Park has tried to sit down 
with the carpenters union 
and see how its contractors 
could be involved in future 
projects, and be more aware 
of future bids, but Shilling 
indicated that the restau-
rant chain’s terms were not 
satisfactory to union repre-
sentatives.

“They said the only way 
we could be involved in 
other projects, is like this 
one — to bid,” Shilling 
said. 

Homestead Mayor Betty 
Esper has had discussions 
with the carpenters union 
about the situation.

“I’m a union person,” 
she said. 

“I support the union. I 
don’t understand why a 
union would hurt a good 
business. When you hurt 
the business, you hurt the 
community and the peo-
ple who work for them. 
They should try to work it 
out and not shut down the 
business.”

Union protests Eat’n Park’s choice of contractor
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Greater Pennsylvania Regional Council of Carpenters erected this sign protesting Greater Pennsylvania Regional Council of Carpenters erected this sign protesting 

Eat’n Park Hospitality Group Inc.’s choice of contractor for a new restaurant in the 
Oakland section of Pittsburgh. The sign is displayed across E. Waterfront Drive from 
the corporation’s headquarters and restaurant in Homestead.the corporation’s headquarters and restaurant in Homestead.
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Employees at North Huntingdon Township-based Axis 
Architecture are developing plans to renovate the Lamp 
Theatre in Irwin.

Westmoreland Cultural Trust officials hired the organi-
zation through a bidding process earlier this month, at a 
cost of $12,000.

Trust president Mike Langer said he expects a report 
from Axis Architecture by the end of the year with recom-
mendations as to the scope of work required to make the 
Lamp shine again.

“Their task is to go back into the Lamp Theatre, create 
a design and spec sheet so that we can take that out to 
bid, and determine what needs to be done to renovate the 
Lamp,” he said. “We do not have any first-hand experi-
ence with them. However, they came highly recommended 
from one of the general contractors that we have a lot of 
experience with.

“We went through a formal bid process in which part of 
the decision criteria was the technical capabilities and the 
experience level of an architect, and they scored very well 
on both of those measurements.”

“That’s great,” Relight the Lamp chairperson Karen 
Glass said about acquiring an architect. “That’s what’s 
supposed to be happening. That’s just part of the process. 
Even though things are taking a really long time, they are 
still moving forward.”

Relight the Lamp is a committee dedicated to saving the 
theater. It started as an independent group in late May, and 
is sponsored by The Irwin Project.

The Trust could put the rehabilitation project out for 
bid in January should Axis’ report be available at the end 
of the year, and construction could begin as early as next 
spring.

Langer said having a functioning theater is proven to 
have a positive influence on a community.

“What we have found through a number of studies and 
surveys is that the economic impact based on a theater in 
that town is tremendous,” the Trust president said. “From 
an economic point of view, it creates a destination spot that 
has a positive affect on all the businesses that are in the 
downtown area. For a town to have a revitalization plan of 
a theater is a critical component of it.

“From a quality of life standpoint, anytime that you can 
have a cultural enhancement as part of the quality of life of 
a community, it creates for a better residential neighbor-
hood.”

Extensive work needs to be done to make the theater 
operational, and Axis Architecture’s efforts will help create 
a more accurate estimate of project costs.

Cultural Trust hires firm for Lamp Theatre renovation plans
“That’s really one of the functions of the process that 

we’re in right now, to try to get a handle on exactly how 
much it is,” Langer said. “We do not have a real estimate. 
We are only using ratios, and ratios bring us into about 
$650,000. The reason we’re going with an architect is to 
validate and determine what the right number would be.

“I do not know what the local fund-raisers have 
done, but through the Trust we have raised, through 
(Westmoreland) County and state funding, $515,000, 
(and) $150,000 left is where we are. That is the function 
of the Irwin borough and the Relight the Lamp committee 
(to raise those funds).”

Irwin council has yet to formally vote on funding the 
borough’s portion of the project, and the committee is 
nowhere close to that financial goal.

“We haven’t raised enough money at this point,” Glass 
said. “It’s about $2,000. We haven’t had an event yet.”

The group recently received a $1,000 donation from 
The Irwin Business and Professional Association.

Its first official fund-raiser will be at the Fall Craft Fair 
along Main Street in Irwin on Sept. 24.

“We have a small group of people who are volunteer-
ing time and organizing events, and they’ve been going 
to various fairs and concerts to let people know about the 
Lamp Theatre,” Glass said. “Right now we really need 
volunteers. We need people to donate items for the event 
on Sept. 24.”

Relight the Lamp members also will operate a game 
booth and hand out information about the Lamp today 
and Sunday evening at North Huntingdon Township’s 
summer celebration at Oak Hollow Park off Timothy 
Drive.

The committee meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Cafe Supreme in downtown 
Irwin.

Volunteers who want to get involved with Relight the 
Lamp can email relightthelamp@gmail.com. The group also 
is online at www.facebook.com/RelightTheLamp.
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Motorists in the West 
Mifflin area may be impact-
ed by the long-term clos-
ing of Glass Run Road in 
Baldwin.

PennDOT District 11 
said the roadway will be 
closed Monday at 9 a.m. 
and remain closed through 
Sept. 9.

District 11 spokesman 
Jim Struzzi said PennDOT 

crews will repair a wall 
between Joseph Street and 
Cathell Road that was dam-
aged by recent heavy rains. 

The posted detour 
involves Joseph Street, 
Agnew Road, Becks Run 
Road, Brownsville Road, 
Route 51 and Lebanon 
Church Road.

Approximately 6,391 
vehicles use Glass Run Road 
on an average day.

Glass Run Road closing for wall repairs


