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The Lamp Theater in 1936

Betty and Theodore Kretchek met at the 
Lamp Theater and were married for 64 years.

In 1937, a guy could take a gal out to a matinee at the Lamp
Theater in Irwin for 16 cents per ticket; 25 cents if it were an
evening show… While the cost would be considerably higher

these days, if Kathleen Heuer, Karen Glass, and a number of other
volunteers have their way, the Lamp Theater will once again be a
place where a guy can take a gal out on a date. 

Friends Heuer and Glass are spearheading organized efforts to
“Relight the Lamp,” Irwin’s historic single-screen theater, which
closed in 2004. The much-beloved theater is facing an uncertain
future if money is not raised to make the necessary renovations.
Heuer kicked things off with a Facebook page in May, prompted
by an article she read in the Norwin Star. While a good portion of
the necessary funding for the theater’s renovations would come
from the state and county, chipping in $250,000 each, Irwin
would have to come up with the last $150,000. “I didn’t think
Irwin had that kind of funding available,” Heuer said. “I started
the Facebook page to let people know that there was interest in
getting the theater up and running again.”

Not only would the Lamp serve as a movie theater but there
are plans for it to serve as a live theater venue also. “It seems like
everyone on the Irwin council is real supportive of it,” Heuer said.
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the Lamp
in irwin



She recalled the days of growing up in a small town of Barrington,
near Chicago, which had a similar theater. She worked at a shop
nearby, where people would come after the movies to order a
sandwich. “With my experience with a theater like that in a
thriving downtown location, I just kind of saw the possibilities for
downtown Irwin,” Heuer said. 

Via Facebook, Heuer explained the situation to a couple of
friends she knew were interested in the arts in this area. One of
them was Karen Glass, a scenic designer for Seton Hill
University. “First of all my background is live theater and during
my time working with various theater companies, I’ve seen the
positive impact that theaters have on a community,” Glass said,
referring to why she got involved in the cause. “Also, I would like
to see live theater in my own community, and a movie theater in
my own town.”

Toward that end, the group (which meets monthly) is making
its presence felt at community events in Irwin, setting up a booth at
the Irwin Flea Market and Farmers Market, seeking donations
online via Facebook, and planning other fundraising events.
Relight the Lamp has also become a committee of the nonprofit
Irwin Project, which works to keep the town’s business district
vital. As part of their efforts, Glass has spoken to the Irwin
Chamber of Commerce, and the group makes regular reports to
the Irwin Business and Professional Association. While some work
has been done on the inside of the theater since it closed, the

Relight the Lamp group held a cleanup day in June to help spruce
up the outside of the theater. Cafe Supreme provided lunch for the
volunteers. “I just want people to know that there is such potential
for this project,” Glass said.  

Obviously, some others feel the same way. The Facebook page is
now up to 145 “Likes.” There is also a blog effort at
www.relightthelamp.wordpress.com, where folks can share their
memories of the Lamp Theater. One heartwarming story on the
blog is that of Betty Kretchek, as told by her daughter Laura
Johnson. Kretchek, 85, served as a ticket taker at the theater when
she was just 15. While working there, she met a serviceman,
Theodore, who came regularly to the shows. He eventually asked
out the young ticket taker. The couple dated for three weeks before
the serviceman was called up to enter World War II. When he
came back, the couple were married. Betty and Theodore Kretchek
were married for 64 years before he passed away in 2009. “Every
time I drive by the Lamp with my mother, she looks at it and
smiles, remembering how she met my father,” Johnson writes. 

Heuer said one of the things that makes Irwin special is its
downtown area, which makes it convenient to walk to places such
as the library, restaurants, and one day, once again, the Lamp
Theater. “There are so many nice little things in Irwin,” Glass said.
“It would just add one more thing that people could do when they
come to Irwin.” 
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Relight the Lamp – June meeting

“i’ve seen the positive
impact that theaters
have on a community.”

– Karen Glass,
Designer for Seton Hill University


